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ALSO IN PART 9 


TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 
Mole comes to the rescue of 
one of the Rabbits. But there’s 
still a river to cross 


ALL ABOUT...Moles 
A look deep inside a Mole’s 
fortress 


HOW TO DRAW Kestrel 
The sharp-eyed lookout with 
a familiar ‘keee...keee’ call 


FASCINATING FACTS 
Animals have some funny ways of helping 
each other out 


THE SECRET WORLD OF...A dead tree 
Once you've read Squirrel’s guide to the life that lives 
in dead trees, you'll never walk past one again 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Be as well protected as a medieval knight in your 
own suit of armour. Plus caring for pet woodlice 


PUZZLE IT OUT : 
There are some strange things happen! 
house and she needs your help to sort 


COLOUR IT IN 
Weasel sings 


ing at Weasel’s 
them out 


“We'll just have to go back for her,” said Fox. 
“Oh no, matey!” said Toad. “It’s much too far 
— and too dangerous for us all to go.” 


ll the animals were safely gathered in a 
_ d@Miittle copse. All except Adder. Badger 
remembered that she had gone out of the 
barn to keep the farmer's dog quiet, while 
Mole dug the tunnel to free them all. ~ 


‘Tll go,” said a mournful voice. It was 

Mr Pheasant. “It’ll give me a chance to see 
my poor wife’s last resting place,” he added 
with tears running down his face. 


“Who'll volunteer to go back?” asked Fox. 
There was silence. Adder was not the most 
popular creature. 


Mr Pheasant wasn’t the best of fliers andthe After a few unsuccessful attempts (including 
animals watched anxiously as he took off. a dive into a bush) Mr Pheasant flew back to 
the farmyard. 


“Oh, no!” he shrieked. Adder put her head out 
of the window. “SSShhh, the farmer will hear 
you,” she hissed. “Get out of sssight.” 


He landed on a stone wall and looked around. 
Just then the farmer’s wife opened the 
kitchen window and Mr Pheasant caught 
sight of a full roasting pan! 


“Now someone - 
else will have to 

go back for Adder,” 
said Owl. “It was 

a stupid idea 
sending that 

silly bird.” 


“If you're so 
clever, perhaps 
you should go,” 
suggested Fox. 
“T’ll see you 
soooon,” hooted ¥£ 
Owland flew f 
off. po 


But it was too late — the farmer raised his 
gun. Back in the copse the little band of 
friends heard a muffled shot. They knew 
only too well what that meant... 


Meanwhile, Owl had arrived at the farm. She 
spotted Adder stalking a juicy rat in the barn. 


“Why don’t you join me for a meal before we 
go back,” invited Adder. “There are plenty of 
tasty morsels in this barn.” “Don’t mind if I 
dooo,” replied Owl. “It’s a good night for 
hunting.” 


“We heard what happened to Pheasant so I’ve 
come back to collect you,” said Owl. “I expect 
there were a lot of volunteersss,” said Adder 
hopefully. “Well, only one, actually,” 
answered Owl. 


Back at the copse the animals were listening 
to the Rooks sing a chorus of Home Sweet 
Home. It brought tears to their eyes as they 
remembered the homes they had left behind 
in Farthing Wood. 


“Word gets round fast in the bird world,” 
replied the Rook. “If you're staying the night, 
perhaps you would join us in a singsong thi, 
evening. It helps to get our young ones off ¢, 
sleep.” “We'd love to,” Badger agreed. 


The shotgun blast had startled the family of 
Rooks that lived in the copse. One of them 
flew down. “Are you the animals from 
Farthing Wood?” he asked. “How did you 
know that?” said Badger. 


“T know a cheerful song,” said Toad. But he 


was interrupted by Weasel who leapt up to do 


a solo. “Half a pound of tuppenny rice...” she 
sang — completely out of tune. 


Mole covered his ears as she ended with Pop 
goes the weasel. “Owl has been a long time,” 
said Mole to Badger as they settled down to 
try and sleep. “I hope nothing’s gone wrong.” 


Next week: Caught in a snare! 


The most graceful of all the animals in 
Farthing Wood is Squirrel. He bounds along 
swiftly, proudly waving his beautiful bushy 
tail. He and Mrs Squirrel give Fox and 
Badger no trouble at all on the journey to 
White Deer Park. They’re such good 
runners and swimmers that they easily 
keep themselves out of danger. 
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All About... 


y 


With our heads tucked back and our legs 
trailing out behind, we Herons are easy to 
spot in the air. We use slow strong wing 
beats, arching our wings as we fly. 


66Good day! I'm Whistler the Heron. Long legs, long 
neck, long beak — that’s me. I’m mainly grey, with 
a whitish head and neck, a black stripe from my 
eye to my very smart crest, and a black edge 
to my big, rounded wings. My legs are 
S\ normally greeny brown and my sharp 
beak is yellow. 
We herons breed together in groups called 
colonies, close to shallow water where we 
can wade about hunting for food. Our 
colonies are noisy, messy places, often in 
the tree tops. When there are chicks in 
the nests you can hear them clacking 
their beaks — it's their way of telling 
us parents that they're hungry. You 
mightn't always spot us on the ground 
because we can stand as still as 
statues when we're patiently looking 
for food. But when we're in the air you 

can't miss us — we tuck our curved 
necks against our breasts and let our 
feet stretch out behind our tails.99 


If you’re walking along under some trees and you 
notice that the plants are all spattered with white 
splodges you may be standing underneath a Heron 
colony. Herons’ droppings are almost pure liquid 
and they stain the ground and plants. Look up and 
see if you can spot their huge, untidy nests. 


When we’re hunting in shallow water or in 
fields we stand very still, looking round for a 
possible meal. It could be fish, eels, a frog, a 
small mammal or even an insect. 


Snatch a meal 


Once we've spotted a possible meal we 
hold our heads close to the water and 
wait until the creature comes a bit 
closer. Then we make a snatch as quick 
as lightning, with our long beaks. Our 
aim is very good - we don’t miss much. 

If we manage to grab a particularly big 
fish or a wriggly eel we carry it on to dry 
land and eat it bit by bit. Afterwards, 
just like owls, we cough up pellets full 
of bones, skin, and other tough bits. 


All About... Boo ie 


Mating and nesting | 


660ur colonies, which can be in reeds or 
on cliffs as well as in trees, usually have 
10 to 30 nests. We don’t see any point in 
building a new nest each year so we just 
spring clean them in winter and pile on 
more twigs, leaves and grass to make 
them nice and comfy for our chicks.99 


The female takes the stick and pokes it 
into the nest. Once the nest is finished 
she lays her eggs. 


When it’s time to mate we 
males often stretch up our 
necks, throw back our heads 
and make a gurgling call to 
impress a female. 


Once we’ve got a mate we 
groom each other’s feathers and We males fetch sticks for the 

clatter our bills together. females from the ground, trees 
or even other nests. 


Our nests are like huge platforms, sometimes 
as big as 1m across. The female lays 3-5 eggs, 
which are greenish blue and about the same 
size as a hen’s. For 28 days we take it in turns 
to sit on the eggs. When the chicks hatch they 
are covered in fine, downy feathers. 


To start off with, we parents have to regurgitate 
(bring up) food that we have already swallowed 
for the chicks. They look quite funny when 
they’re small because their soft downy feathers 
stick up on the top of their heads like a Mohican 
haircut. While they’re growing up they’re darker 
grey than us adults and they don’t have our 
noticeable black and white markings. 
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_ LIFE UNDERGROUND 
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LIFE UNDERGROUND 


of us are safe from our enemies — that’s a big 
plus point! Also, the temperature’s about the 


66Have you ever wondered what is 
happening underground? Well, I’ll tell you. 
I spend so much time burrowing 
about that I’ve got to know my way 
round pretty well. 


First of all let me run through the © 


same all year round - it’s not too cold in Migag 
winter, and not too hot in summer. The slugs 
love it here because it’s damp. That’s quite 
important for them because they dry out 


advantages. Down in the soil, some —_ quickly in fresh air. 


Dear Parent, 

On every fourth part you can either buy your 
Farthing Wood Friends on its own or you can 
buy it with a video. Each video contains a 
complete episode from the BBC TV series The 
Animals of Farthing Wood. The magazine with 
the video costs £5.95 and the magazine on its 
own costs £1.20. If you missed the specially 
priced part 1 with its video (only £2.95), don’t 
worry: there will be an order form in next week’ 
publication which you can use to obtain a part 1. 


Whether you are buying your copies from your 
newsagent or having them sent direct to your 
home, be sure to say whether you want every 
fourth part with a video, or just on its own. 


See opposite for details on how to make sure 
you get your copies each week. 


Hand this form to your newsagent today! 


Make sure you don’t miss any of your 

Farthing Wood Friends! 

Farthing Wood Friends will soon only be available on 
regular order/subscription. This means that you won't see 
it on the shelf of your newsagent any more. To be sure of 
getting a copy each week, simply fill in the form below 
and hand it to your newsagent. 


Be sure to say whether you want every fourth part with a 
video, or just on it’s own. 


YES, I'd like a regular order for Farthing Wood Friends! 


Please deliver / keep me a copy every week. 


(J 1 would like to collect the series WITH the video every 
fourth part. 


1 would like to collect the series WITHOUT the video every 
fourth part. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
POSTCODE 
Signature 
(if under 18yrs please get a parent/guardian to sign) 
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Please could you set up a regular order to 

FARTHING WOOD FRIENDS for the customer 

overleaf. Farthing Wood Friends is available from 

your usual wholesaler. 


PLEASE NOTE that every fourth part (i.e. parts 1, 5, 
9, 13, etc.) of Farthing Wood Friends comes in two 
forms. On these parts readers can either buy the 
magazine with the video at £5.95 or the magazine 
on its own for £1.20. Both versions on these parts 
are fully S.O.R. You'll probably have orders for 
both the video and non-video versions on these 
parts. 


For trade enquiries, please speak to your 
wholesaler in the first instance or our circulation 
department on 071 581 1371 if you require 
further assistance. 


Customer enquiries should be directed to the 
following number: 0424 755 755. 


There’s much more happening under 
your feet than you might think! Did you 
spot all the creatures below? And what ~ 
about the 10 Springtails and 18 Yellow 
meadow ants? 


Springtails come 
in lots of different 4 
colours, but all 
of them are 
tiny creatures 
about 5mm long. 
Small as they are, 
they can make 
leaps of around 
30cm to avoid 
danger. That’s like 
you jumping 
across a 
football pitch! 


Craneflies are better knownas \ 

——, daddy longlegs. The female lays her *. 
eggs and buries them deep in the soil. There 
they hatch into grey larvae called leatherjackets. 
These are hungry little creatures and often eat 
up so many roots that the plants die! 


Cockchafer 
grubs live in the 
soil, where they eat 
roots. As beetles in 
early summer, they 
sometimes crash into 
lighted windows. 


The Common earthworm lives in a 
burrow about 1m deep. On damp nights 
it comes to the surface looking for dead 
leaves. It has tiny bristles along most of 
its body to give it a grip on the soil and 
help it move. 


Bumble bees make their 
nests beneath the roots of 
a tree or between clumps 
of grass. Or, if they’re 
lucky, they might take over 
an empty nest deserted by 
¥ a mouse. Here the queen 
Yellow meadow ants bee can lay her eggs and 
live in huge colonies, digging a raise a family of Bumble 
honeycomb of tunnels in soil or bees. 

wood. Sometimes there can be 
as many as one hundred 
thousand ants in a colony. They 
are just one of the 47 different 
kinds of ant in the British Isles. 


winter asleep in a little den in 
the soil. The den’s walls are 
held firm with silk. In the 
early summer, they hatch as 
moths and come out into 

the open air. 


The Mole’s trademark is molehills! In some 
fields there are so many of them you'd think 
an army of Moles had been at work. More 

than likely, though, just one is to blame. 


The Shelled slug lives in damp soil 
because, like all other slugs, its body 
dries up quickly. Rainy days are its 
favourite time to come out! 


| Discovering Netareg 
WORM’S WORLD 


Ugh! Wriggly, slimy worms! Some people 
hate worms but they are very useful 
creatures. As they tunnel through the soil 
in search of food, they help air to get to 
plants’ roots, which keeps the plants 
healthy. They also turn the soil over, and 
mix it up so the plants’ roots get a rich 
supply of the things they need to grow. 

Worms live mainly underground, but 
sometimes they come out to hunt for 
dead leaves, which they pull down into 
their burrows. They eat the leaves when 
they’ve rotted. 


Abad 
WORM CHARMING 


Have you heard of snake charming? Well, 
here’s a way you can charm worms out of the 
ground. When the soil is damp, tap your fingers 
on the ground. The worms will think it’s raining 
and after about five minutes they should start 
popping up. 


MARE A WORMERY 


You will need: 
A large jar, garden soil, sand, dead leaves, a few 
earthworms 


q Fill the jar with alternate a Put five or six worms 
layers of moist soil and and a few dead leaves in 
sand. the jar. Put the jar ina 
dark place (or cover the 
sides with black paper). 
Keep the soil moist. 


3 After a few days the 
sand and soil get mixed 
together as the worms 
tunnel through the layers. 
To make the tunnels, the 
worms eat the soil. It 
passes through their bodies 
and lies in heaps, called 
worm casts, which you can 
see on the surface. 

What has happened to the 
leaves you left on top? 


When you have finished 
looking at them, put the 
worms back where you 


dy likes me, 
Nobody found them. 


Everybody hates me, 
P’m going down 
to eat worms. 
ig, fat slimy ones, 
Bas thin wriggly ones, 
Ooh, how they tickle 
when they squirm: 
to say when 
ae but don’t 


Squirrel says 
Remember that 

worms are living 
creatures — treat 
them gently and 
don’t handle 
them for long. 


This is a great PO 
you're feeling gru 
try eating worms: 


POP-UP CARD 
You will need: 
Card, tracing paper, pencil, scissors, crayons 


Make a worm bookmark to slip in 
your magazine or book. lt will make 
sure that you never lose your place. 
You will need: 

Card, pencil, scissors, glue, paints 


q Fold a piece of card in 
half and open it out again. 
Trace the template on to ebay | E 
the card and colour it in. . } 3 Carefully push one 


Q Push the point of a scissor blade into the hole. a Fold the card back along the 
pencil into the card above Cut round the shape above fold to make the bird and worm 
the fold, to make a small the line. pop up. 

hole. 


Draw other underground 
animals. Put the head 
; A) Wenwales EF ; ) WX above the fold, and som 
hy f J 2 grass along the fold, . 

so it looks as though 
the animal's head pops 
out of the ground. Draw 
the body in a burrow, 


q Fold a strip of card in half. 
Draw a fat worm about 15cm 

long. Give it a round head. Cut 
out two shapes. 


piece of paper on 


isten closely. 
soratching sound of 


EARLY BIRDS 


Here’s a game to play with your 
friends. The object of the game is to 
get all the worms into the nest. p 
You will need: 
A paper cup and straw for each J 
person, paper and scissors 
How to play: 

Each player cuts five 
worms out of paper and puts 
them in a pile at one end of 
the room. Put a paper cup 
nest for each player at the 

other end of the room. 


Q Players line up by their nests 
and at the word ‘Go’ run to 
collect the worms. Use the 
straws to suck a paper worm on 
to the straw, then run to the nest 
and drop it in. The winner is the 
first to put all five worms in their 
nest. 


2 Colour your 
worm with 

paints or pencil 

crayons. If you use 
paints, make sure they're 
completely dry before you 
continue. Glue the two worm 
heads together. 


BPACTS + FASCINATING FACTS $ FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


< POISONOUS PLANTS 

It’s extremely rare for people to die of plant 
poisoning in the British Isles even though 
there are quite a few poisonous plants and 
fungi about. Among the most common are 
the Foxglove, Deadly nightshade and the 
Death cap mushroom. But never nibble at 
any plant or berry until you know what it is — 
it could make you ill. Being poisonous to 
people and animals is one way plants have 
to stop being eaten - after all, they can’t run 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINAI 


POISON 


To avoid being eaten, some 
animals find being poisonous 
comes in handy. Others use 
poison to stun or kill their 
food. The sea anemone, for 
instance, can paralyse its 
prey with stinging tentacles. 
Toad, on the other hand, puts 
his enemies off with his 
poisonous skin. 


"> Deadly 
- a 


Beware of 
my bite! 
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A as 
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‘Vv POISONOUS TENTACLES 
Sea anemones may look like pretty 
flowers, but they are in fact animals, \\ 
with long stinging tentacles. When an 
unsuspecting fish swims by, the 
tentacles grab it. Quick as a flash the 
fish is paralysed and fed into the 
enormous mouth in the middle. 


DEADLY BITE > 

The Shrew has poisonous saliva, which 
goes into the wound when it bites its 
victim. The poison is strong enough to 
kill insects, and stun and weaken larger 
prey such as frogs. 


A STINGING TAIL 
Once the Scorpion has an insect 
held tightly in its claws, it goes in 

for the kill. It arches its tail over its 

head and injects poison into the 
unfortunate creature 
with its sting. 


A DAGGER STING 

Stingrays have a poisonous sting like 
a dagger on their tail. If stepped on 
by mistake they lash out with the tail, 
driving the needle-sharp sting into 
their victim, who soon suffers 
extreme pain. The lashing is 


‘V NASTY SKIN 
Toads have nasty tasting poisons 


in their skin which put most 
A BOO IN THE LOO 


animals off. These don't stop 

Brown rats, though — they always sometimes so powerful that the The Black widow spider from north 

skin toads scl ey eat them! dagger goes right through the America is one of the most feared 
bottom of a wooden boat! creatures in the world. One bite and its 


victims suffer very bad aches and pains 
and difficulty in breathing. Some even 
die. Country people take a careful look 
as the spider often spins its web across 
toilet seats! 


very nice! 


KILLS 50 DEER 

All frogs have some poison in their 
skin, but the most poisonous of all 
are the Poison arrow frogs of 
central and south America. The 
native people there have found a 
way of using the poison for hunting | 
— they put it on the tips of their 
blow-darts. The poison from just 
one tiny frog is enough for 50 darts 


Seat kill ! 
ZZ and each dart can kill a deer' 


| don’t taste ut) ONE FROG 


<DEADLY LIZARD 

The Gila (pronounced hee-/a) 
monster from north America is one of 
only two poisonous lizards in the 
world. lt bites its victims and then 
chews venom into the wound. (The 
other poisonous lizard is the Gila 
monsier’s close relative, the Mexican 
beaded lizard.) 


Puzzle it out P= 


PROUD PFEASAN 


Pheasant was preening himself as usual. 

“Fetch me my comb, brush, mirror and scissors,” 
he ordered his wife. “My tail needs trimming.” 
“Yes, dear,” said Mrs Pheasant, but try as she i 
- she could not find them. 
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On a hot summer day, what’s the 
best thing to eat? 
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cream. 
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Q Whip the 
cream until stiff, 
then sift the 
sugar and add it 


and the vanilla Cm > 
essence to the Ce> \3 


BRUSH AND COMB i 

Help Mrs Pheasant find her husband’s 
comb, brush, mirror and scissors. Also look 
for 5 differences between Pheasant before 


and after grooming. yf a Vy, 
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VANILLA IGE GREAM 


Here’s how to make some! 

(all recipes are for 6 people) 

300m! whipping cream, 25g icing sugar, 
1 egg, /2 teaspoon vanilla essence, salt, 
egg beater, 2 bowls, sieve, metal spoon, 
plastic ice cream carton 
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Once Pheasant had finished his grooming, he felt 
ready to face the world. “Now don’t do anything 
stupid when we go out,” he said to his wife. 
“You know how people like to shoot at us.” 
They started walking through the wheatfield 
when suddenly they heard a dog. “Run!” cried 
Pheasant — but the dog had seen them. 


WORD GAME 
Can you make 25 words out of this word? 
(Don’t use plurals.) 


STRAWBERRY 
IGE GREAM 


2259 strawberries, 


@ Beat the egg white with a pinch of salt 
until stiff. Then fold the egg white into the 


cream with a ‘a> - 


metal spoon. re A 


\ — 125g icing sugar, is es 
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carton 


Put the strawberries in 
the blender and puree. 


& Add the icing sugar and 
cream and blend well. 
Then pour into an 

ice cream carton and 
freeze without stirring. 


3 Pour the mixture into - 
an ice cream carton and &y Ps 
freeze without stirring. f 
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THROUGH THE FIELD 

Will the dog catch the Pheasants? Which way 

would he go through the field to reach them? 
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DELICIOUS THINGS 


TO DO WITH IGE CREAM 


Put one vanilla scoop on 
top of another. Make a 
face with chocolate drops 
for a mouth, chocolate 
peanuts for eyes, a glace 
cherry nose and you've 
made a snowman! Or 
make some ice cream 
animals using chocolate 
button ears, wine gums for 
eyes, a piece of strawberry 
for a tongue and a : 
liquorice tail. 
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Cut a banana in half lengthways, 
place the banana halves in a dish 
and spoon scoops of ice cream in 
between. Smother in chocolate 
sauce, or your favourite fruit syrup, 
and sprinkle nuts over the top. 
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The dog came nearer and nearer and soon it was 
close enough to pounce — but then a whistle 
pierced the air. The farmer was calling his dog, so 
the animal turned tail and went bounding off. 

“My heart is beating fit to break,” panted 
Pheasant. “And my feathers are all ruffled. We’ll 
have to go back, | can’t be seen like this.” 

“Yes, dear,” said Mrs Pheasant,” but why don’t we 
rest a bit? We can play a game to take your mind 
off your worries. See if you can solve this riddle.” 
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My first is in say but isn’t in hay. 

My second’s in rat and also in bat 

My third is in ate but isn’t in eight. S 
My fourth is in rhino and also in horn. 

My whole’s in the sky from dusk until dawn. 


Make a scrumptious 
soda — put a scoop of 
your favourite ice 
cream at the bottom of 
a glass and pour over 
lemonade, cherryade 
or cola. Yum! 


“Huh!” said Pheasant, after a few guesses, “I don’t 
like riddles. And | don’t want anyone to see... 
whoops!” and he disappeared behind a tree as 
Mrs Shrew and her youngsters came out of the 
field. 

“Good day, Mrs Shrew. Are these your new 
babies?” cried out Mrs Pheasant. “Why, they all 
look so alike | can’t tell them apart.” 

“Yes,” replied Mrs Shrew proudly, “I have 
sextuplets — only one of them isn’t identical.” 

“Let me try and guess which one,” said Mrs 
Pheasant. “It’s that one.” 

“That's right — you are clever,” said the proud 
mother and marched off with her line of children. 
“Huh!” said Pheasant, coming out of his hiding 

place. “I could have guessed that!” 

“Yes, dear,” said Mrs Pheasant. “Shall we go 
home now?” 


ODD ONE 
Can you spot the Shrew 
that’s different? 
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hen, pen, has, ash, ape, ant, she, sat, hat, net, pet, ten, 
tap, pat, tea, eat, ate, heat, peat, seat, neat, pant, 
heap, span, snap, then, than, nest, pest, path, tape, 


east, shape, paste, spent, hasten, peasant. 


Word game As, at, an, he, tan, pan, nap, sap, sea, pea, 
Riddie Star 


Brush and comb The differences are tufts on head, his 


wing, stripes on tail, tail feather and foot. 


ANSWERS 


Odd one The third baby behind Mrs Shrew 
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